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Six months after taking office, President Eduardo Frei Ruiz Tagle has reorganized his cabinet in
an apparent effort to rely more heavily on close advisors from within his own Partido Democrata
Cristiana (PDC) and decrease the influence of the other parties within the coalition Concertacion
Democratica that brought him to power. The Sept. 20 changes, which have received mixed reactions
from opponents, affected the interior, education, and foreign ministers, plus the chief of staff. Like
his predecessor Patricio Aylwin, Frei, who took office on Mar. 11, was elected under the banner of
the Concertacion Democratica, which brought together the PDC, the Partido por la Democracia
(PPD), the socialists, and the smaller Partido Radical.
During Frei's first six months in office, his administration was criticized for a series of false starts,
lack of coordination, increasing divisiveness, and little success in getting his policies off the ground.
The cabinet changes have renewed Frei's image as a "take- charge" leader and quieted recent
charges of "indecisiveness." When he announced the changes, Frei said his first six months in
office allowed him to assess the country's problems and set priorities, which include education,
developing infrastructure, and increasing productivity.
"We are now going to move these priorities into high gear," said Frei. "The new cabinet must form
a government that serves the people." In the reshuffled cabinet, Jose Joaquin Bruner of the PPD
replaced Victor Manuel Rebolledo (also PPD) as the new chief of staff, called the Secretary-General
of Government in Chile. Rebolledo was criticized within government circles for not defending the
Frei administration aggressively enough in the face of mounting congressional criticism during the
past several months. Sergio Molina (PDC) was named to the post of education minister, replacing
Ernesto Schifelbein, an independent. Schifelbein failed to avert a national teachers' strike last April,
and the government is faced with another threatened walkout by teachers in October. Interior
Minister German Correa of the Partido Socialista (PS) was replaced by the PDC's Carlos Figueroa
Serrano, who had been foreign minister. And finally, Jose Miguel Insulza, also a socialist, took over
the post of foreign minister.
Correa's firing was the most significant cabinet change, since he had been the key person on Frei's
team. There were rumors that his job was in jeopardy since his controversial handling in April of
a conflict between the Frei administration and the chief of the militarized police (Carabineros),
Gen. Rodolfo Stange. At Frei's insistence, Correa had demanded that Stange resign after he was
accused of complicity in human rights abuses during the dictatorship of Gen. Agusto Pinochet
(1973-1990). However, the general refused to step down, protected by legislation that prevents
the government from firing military leaders and the head of the Carabineros. Stange was later
absolved by the Supreme Court, and Correa lost face over the lengthy stand-off. The new cabinet
does not significantly change the party line-up, which lost its one independent and gained one more
PDC member. However, the changes are significant in that they reflect Frei's decision to put close
advisors from his own party in key posts. Some analysts say the president has been increasingly
frustrated with his inability to get his programs off the ground and blames the situation at least in
part on wrangling among the parties within the Concertacion.
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The changes shift the priority from keeping the Concertacion parties happy, to implementing his
own program. "The last cabinet belonged to the political parties. This cabinet belongs to Frei,"
said one presidential adviser. This is especially evident in the shift of Figueroa to the important
interior spot. Figueroa served in the cabinet during the administration of Frei's father, Eduardo Frei
Montalva (1964-1970), and is one of the current president's closest advisors. Andres Allamand, of the
rightist Partido de Renovacion Nacional (PRN), who has frequently complained about the "inertia"
in the government, called the changes a "political earthquake," and a serious blow to the unity of the
Concertacion.
Opponents on the left saw the changes as a move toward a more conservative government. "The
changes are an indication of a serious political crisis, which the executive is trying to solve with
a violent turn to the right," said Gladys Marin, leader of the Partido Comunista (PC). PPD leader
Sergio Bitar denied that there are serious problems within the ruling coalition. And, although
the socialists were not happy about Correa's dismissal from the interior post or the loss of their
influence through that key position, they have affirmed their intention to remain within the
Concertacion.
The remaining cabinet ministers, which were unchanged, include: Defense : Edmundo Perez Yoma
(PDC) Economy : Alvaro Garcia Hurtado (PPD) Finance : Eduardo Aninat Ureta (PDC) Justice :
Soledad Alvear Valenzuela (PDC) Public Works : Ricardo Lagos Escobar (PS) Agriculture : Emiliano
Ortega Riquelme (PDC) National Property : Adriana Delpiano Puelma (PPD) Labor : Jorge Arrate
Mac Niven (PS) Health : Carlos Massad Abud (PDC) Mines : Benjamin Teplizky Lijavetzky (Radical)
Housing : Edmundo Hermosilla Hermosilla (PDC) Transportation : Narciso Irureta Aburto (PDC)
Secretary General of the Presidency : Genaro Arriagada Herrera (PDC) Planning : Luis Maira
Aguirre (PS) Energy Commission : Alejandro Jadresic Marinovic (Independiente) Production
Development : Felipe Sandoval Precht (PDC) Women's Services : Maria Josefina Bilbao Mendezona
(Independiente)
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